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Saving Mothers' Lives. Reviewing maternal deaths to make motherhSaving Mothers' Lives. Reviewing maternal deaths to make motherhood safer: 2006ood safer: 2006--20082008; ; 

**** Confidential Enquiry into Maternal Deaths(CEMD) 2002



Country with good record of religious toleranceCountry with good record of religious tolerance

Leader for patient blood managementLeader for patient blood management

All cases maternal mortality 1983All cases maternal mortality 1983--20062006

Refusal of blood products associated with: Refusal of blood products associated with: 
6 x increased risk for maternal death6 x increased risk for maternal death

130 x increased risk for death due to obstetric 130 x increased risk for death due to obstetric 
haemorrhagehaemorrhage

Risk greatest when operative deliveryRisk greatest when operative delivery

Maternal mortality and  serious maternal morbidity in JehovahMaternal mortality and  serious maternal morbidity in Jehovah s witnesses in the s witnesses in the 
Netherlands Netherlands 

Van Van WolfswinkelWolfswinkel et al  et al  BJOG.BJOG. 2009 Jul;116(8):11032009 Jul;116(8):1103--88



















ComponentsComponents

Red cells
Fresh Frozen 
Plasma
Platelets
Cryoprecipitate

ProductsProducts



PerceivedPerceived ActualActual



PerceivedPerceived ActualActual



DH Health Service Circular 2007/001DH Health Service Circular 2007/001







Any adult with necessary mental capacity
can refuse treatment, even if death
No other person can consent on behalf

Patient can change mind at any stage
Most recent decision must be upheld

In an emergency where patient cannot 
communicate and in the absence of any 
advanced directive/decision the clinician must 
act in the best interests of the woman













As early as possibleAs early as possible









http://http://www.transfusionguidelines.org.uk/index.asp?Publicatiwww.transfusionguidelines.org.uk/index.asp?Publicati
onon==BBT&SectionBBT&Section=22&pageid=299=22&pageid=299

http://publications.nice.org.uk/intraoperativehttp://publications.nice.org.uk/intraoperative--bloodblood--cellcell--
salvagesalvage--inin--obstetricsobstetrics--ipg144ipg144

http://http://www.transfusionguidelines.org.uk/index.asp?Publicatwww.transfusionguidelines.org.uk/index.asp?Publicat
ionion==BBT&SectionBBT&Section=22&pageid=1256=22&pageid=1256

http://www.transfusionguidelines.org/docs/pdfs/bbthttp://www.transfusionguidelines.org/docs/pdfs/bbt--
03_icsag03_icsag--fsfs--08_0808.pdf08_0808.pdf



Serious Hazards of Transfusion (SHOT)Serious Hazards of Transfusion (SHOT)

http://http://www.shotuk.orgwww.shotuk.org//

and your own hospitaland your own hospital s intranets intranet



WOMEN REFUSING BLOOD or BLOOD PRODUCTS IN PREGNANCY, 
LABOUR AND POSTNATALLY.
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