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Reasons for Blood Transfusion

• to replace blood loss

– major surgery, 

childbirth, trauma

• to treat anaemia

• to treat inherited blood 

disorders

– thalassaemia , sickle cell 

anaemia



Health Circular 224

• Attention has focused on blood transfusion practice 
recently for several reasons:
– greatly increased demand for blood compared with the increase 

in donations

– the likely additional demand for blood associated with the 
waiting list initiative

– the rise in the cost of blood with Ieuco-depletion and nucleic 
acid testing

– the recommendations from the Serious Hazards of Transfusion 
(SHOT) enquiry on how the safety of patients receiving blood 
could be improved

– the theoretical risk of new variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease

– the implications of clinical governance for blood transfusion 
practice
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Jonathan Wallis, Haematologist , Newcastle upon Tyne







“Build on the success of previous better blood transfusion 

initiatives  to further promote appropriate use of all blood 

components.”





















Median 70

Q 25 60




























