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Bac kground 
ABO-inc ompatib ility b lood transfusions a re 
potentia lly fa ta l but p reventab le 
occurrences.

Missing , defac ed or hidden identific a tion 
bands c ontribute to wrong b lood 
inc idents. (BCSH 2009)



All pa tients rec eiving a transfusion a re 
positively identified using an ac c essib le ID 
band . (BCSH 2009, NPSA 2006)

Unconscious patients.

Suggestions of ID band inac c essib ility in 
c erta in p roc edures a t the RD&E. 



Objec tive 
Observe 30-40 opera tive p roc edures tha t 
may require b lood p roduc ts.

Identify whic h p roc edures and surg ic a l 
spec ia lties a re a ffec ted by pa tient ID band 
inaccessibility.

What are the reasons for this?

Propose suggestions on how the p rob lem c an 
be resolved.



Standards
pa tients rec eiving a b lood transfusion must be 

wearing an identific a tion band . (BCSH 2009)

the fina l identity c hec k must be done next to 
the pa tient by matc hing the b lood pac k with 
the patient s identification band . (NPSA 2006)

Compliance 100% Exceptions - none



Method 
A primary d irec t observa tiona l 
p rospec tive aud it was c onduc ted 
observing opera tions in RD&E hosp ita l.
March June 2014.
53 surgeries observed .
Data collection proforma filled in by the 
observer.





Results 

There was 100% compliance 
with standard 1. All patients 
observed were wearing 
identification bands. (Fig. 1)

Fig. 1



Orthopaedic, Thoracic and General surgery make up  the 13% of 
ID bands that were inaccessible during the surgeries observed. 
Therefore, 13% non compliance with standard 2.(Fig. 2)

Fig. 2



Orthopaedics 6/14
Thoracic surgery 1/3



Disc ussion
ID band inaccessibility is uncommon.

Of those affected there is either a failure to 
recognise the problem or act to resolve it.

Orthopaedic surgery was the most affected.

E.g. spinal and joint replacement surgeries.



Disc ussion c ont.
Reasons:

The limbs are secured under the draping with 
tape.

The upper limbs are folded across the chest, 
attempting access will interrupt the sterile and 
operative field. 



Limita tions 
The definition of accessibility assumed by 
some to be at anytime before, during or after 
the operation. The audit aimed to observe 
accessibility during the operation. 

Not all surgical specialties were observed 
and those observed were not of equal 
proportions.



Conc lusion 
When ID band inaccessibility occurs there is 
either a failure to recognise or correct it.

Orthopaedics was most affected at the 
RD&E hospital.



Rec ommenda tions 
Include ID band accessibility  on the pre-
operative checklist.

Train staff on how to recognise and resolve 
the issue.

Use other alternatives. E.g. forehead, endo-
tracheal tube.



Ac tion Plan
aud it to be put forward for pa tient sa fety 
initiative. 

Aud it results to be shared with orthopaed ic s.

It is definitely worth re-auditing once the audit 
results have been shared with the users and 
changes in practice identified and 
implemented



Considera tions to Re-aud it
Look a t every spec ia lty.

Sta tistic a lly signific ant popula tion size.

Identify elec tive and emergenc y 
surgeries.

Look a t d ifferent positions and a lterna tive 
ways the p t c an be positioned to resolve 
it.
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