
Maintaining the Safety of Blood throughout the 
Donor Journey



Key Safety Interventions in 
Blood Donation

Pre Donation During Donation Post Donation



Before Attendance

Voluntary Donation/no incentives

Donation Interval

Pre-Donation advice available on-line

Advice available by phone

General Information Letter

Leaflets



Pre-Donation
Blood Safety Leaflet
Positive donor ID
Every donor health screened
Donor Selection- high risk behaviours
Sex, travel and exposure to infection
Informed and Signed Donor Consent
Haemoglobin Screening
Selection for neonatal use



Component Donation (CD)

Female donors now accepted as CD 
donors but only after tests for HLA and 
HNA antibodies (and be negative for 
both)



During Donation

Clinical Waste Management
Clinical Venue Assessment
Arm Cleaning - Chloraprep
Aseptic Technique throughout
Bacterial Arm Monitoring
Hand mapping
Single use sterile sets



Donation Safety Measures

Specific Donor ID & unique donation number labelling 
Arm to arm Audit Trail
Secure, controlled database - Pulse
Controlled transportation and storage of Blood & 
Components



Post Donation

Mandatory tests
Discretionary tests
Blood not released until all testing 
complete
Automated bacterial screening of 
platelet components
Donors encouraged to inform NHSBT 
if unwell up to 2 weeks post donation

HIV
Hep B (HBsAg) 
Hep C
Syphilis 
(treponemal
antibodies) 
HTLV
Blood Grouping

Malaria
West Nile Virus
T. Cruzi
Hepatitis B (anti HBc)



Post Donation

Units may be recalled if specific issues identified
Unique Donor numbers & DIN labels allow arm to arm 
tracking
NHSBT required to report Serious Adverse Events and 
Serious Adverse Reactions to SABRE and SHOT



Our Values


