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Companies have added a few more bells 
and whistles to machines.

Data Management systems



Cancer surgery / Urology, evolving practice

Ob s 



(UK Cell Salvage Action Group)

(Use of Cell Salvage in Ob s/Urology)

/ (Filters)

(Incident reporting)



MHRA (Jan 2011)

Be aware of this possible rare side effect 
when using this type of filter for 
obstetric and urology procedures. 
The root cause of these reactions has 
not been conclusively established.
However, this filter is intended for 

removal of leukocytes, fat particles and 
microaggregates and has not been 
validated , by the manufacturer 
for removal of amniotic fluid, foetal 
material or malignant cells. 

The MHRA has issued guidance in 
Medical Device Alert MDA/2010/001. 
AAGBI and NICE have also both 
issued advice on this problem.

BLOOD SUCCOUR?
MHRA is aware of reports of patients
becoming hypotensive whilst receiving
cell salvaged autologous blood which
has been passed through a leukocyte
depletion filter during obstetric and
urology procedures. Evidence suggests
that this is a rare side effect.





UK Blood Transfusion & Tissue Transplantation Services
www.transfusionguidlines.org.uk

Better Blood Transfusion Toolkit

UK Cell Salvage Action Group

Introduction 
Getting Started 
Framework for Service Provision 
ICS Education 
Cell Salvage Competency Workbooks 
Practicalities of Service Provision 
Patient Factsheets 
Technical Factsheets and Frequently Asked Questions 
Adverse event reporting 
Newsletters 
Contacts 

http://www.transfusionguidlines.org.uk


https://tools.skillsforhealth.org.uk/competence_search/

PCS19 Prepare equipment for intra-operative blood salvage collection

PCS20 Operate equipment for intra-operative blood salvage collection

PCS21 Prepare equipment for processing intra-operative salvaged blood

PCS22 Operate and monitor equipment for processing intra-operative 
salvaged blood and complete salvaged blood processing

Updated March 2011

https://tools.skillsforhealth.org.uk/competence_search/
PCS19Prepare




Learn Cell Salvage  www.e-lfh.org.uk/projects/learnbloodtransfusion

Learn Cell Salvage is designed to offer any learner the opportunity to gain a broad 
understanding of the principles of cell salvage and increase your awareness of a 
range of blook conservation of intraoperative cell salvage (ICS) and postoperative 
cell salvage (PCS).

This course is aimed primarily at doctors, nurses, operating department practitioners, cell 
salvage operators, clinical perfusionists, and clinical support workers.

One session split into four units:

Basic Blood Facts 
Blood Conservation 
Intraoperative Cell Salvage 
Postoperative Cell Salvage (PCS) 

http://www.e-lfh.org.uk/projects/learnbloodtransfusion








Intra-operative cell salvage: a fresh look at 
the indications and contraindications

In the past, the AABB (formerly known as the American Association 
of Blood Banks) has recommended the following general indications 
for cell salvage use: the anticipated blood loss is 20% or more of the 
patient s estimated blood volume.

These recommendations are derived from a cost comparison 
between administering allogeneic blood and use of cell salvage. 
More recently, the cost of administering allogeneic blood has grown, 
which changes this economic relationship. At the same time, the 
medical community has gained a much better understanding of the 
expense associated with cell salvage. For this reason, 
implementation of cell salvage should be considered when much 
smaller amounts of blood loss are anticipated.

Blood Transfus. 2011 April; 9(2): 139 147.


