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RTC Chairs 
meeting

• Education: -
• Lunchtime educational sessions
• Non-medical authorization courses
• Sharing educational meetings on 

Youtube
London HTC: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=P
L8lwhkGegrQ5gXvh6RGI6WwNI9PBv-m-L
• Discussion regarding future meetings –

virtual/in-person/hybrid?
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RTC Chairs 
Meeting

National Commissioning Group for Blood and 
Specialist services

• NCG suspended during pandemic

• 30% reduction in demand meant that fixed costs of 
NHSBT would not be met → block contract

• No rebate due to extra COVID costs incured

• Proposal to change costs from price per unit to 
fixed capacity + variable costs for 21/22

• Likely block contract till Sept 21.

• No proposed changes to service provision of blood.

• NHSBT keen to move back to cost per item 22/23

• Punitive costs for o-ve? 



RTC Chairs 
Meeting

Cell-Salvage 

• UK Cell-Salvage survey due to be sent out 
nationally

→ Need up-to date list of cell-salvage leads in the 
SW region.

• Many Trusts present data at HTC on usage of Cell-
Salvage, demonstration of potential costs savings in 
blood product use. 

• E-Learning module on cell-salvage being developed 
by UKCSAG at present

• Recently published educational article in BJA 
Education on Cell Salvage

• Interest in creating National Cell-Salvage database 
– Oli Pietroni has been in discussions regarding the 
South-West Cell Salvage database. 



RTC Chairs 
Meeting



NBTC meeting

Transfusion 2024

• Podcast Available on JPAC and RCP website

• https://www.transfusionguidelines.org/uk-
transfusion-committees/national-blood-
transfusion-committee/transfusion-2024

• https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/blood-
and-transplant-research-units-2021/27104

• Professor Michael Murphy will present 
later in meeting on content and aims of 
Transfusion 2024



NBTC meeting

Convalescent Plasma Trial
• No benefit seen in recent trials on the use of CP in COVID-19:

REMAP-CAP Recovery



NBTC Meeting

Convalescent Plasma Trail

• Suggestion of benefit in 
immunocompromised patients in trial from 
Brazil → No current funding for similar trial 
in UK

• Unclear what to do with stocks of CP, 
possibly to be used in FFP or fractionated 
products



NBTC meeting -
O-ve WG.

• Demand for O-ve around 14% total red cell use vs. 
13% pre-COVID.

• Demand for intelligence on-going requirement from 
HTC’s

→ Contact with Devon STP to provide information 
on planned restoration of services

• Collection has so far matched demand. Blood stocks 
currently good

• Demand for O-ve and Kell neg has increased 
compared with pre-pandemic

• Haem patients 70% of platelet use. 

• Working group undertaking projects on : -
• O-ve use in pre-hospital care – survey completed, 

recommendations to follow
• Adoption of guidelines advocating use of O+ve in 

bleeding males. 



NBTC 
meeting –
Patient 
Information 
WG

• SaBTO guidelines Dec 20 on patient consent for blood 
transfusion,

• UK BTN group proposing single leaflet to encompass all blood 
components and include all patients.

• Would not include anti-D, PIL has been withdrawn, discussions 
with pharma regarding replacement. 

• Request for National Comparative Audit on Consent for 
transfusion planned for 2023



NBTC 
meeting –
Patient 
Information 
WG 

• New PIL to replace: -
• Will I need a platelet transfusion?
• FPP & cryoprecipitate; information for patients
• Will my baby need a blood transfusion?
• Will your child need a blood transfusion?
• Patient Blood Management leaflet



NBTC meeting –
Patient Blood 
Management 
WG

• NICE quality standards: 

1. Pre-op Iron Deficiency treatment 
2. TXA in moderate blood loss + surgery
3. Re-assessment of patients after each 

unit
4. Provision of information for patients 

having transfusion

• National Audit on Standards planned for 
September – results to go to NHSi Model 
Hospital, leverage for CQC on quality of 
transfusion. 



NBTC meeting - PBMWG
1. Anaemia

• Some work held by COVID-19, ongoing projects : -
• Explore engagement with primary care services to influence anaemia management
• Anaemia e-learning module launched  https://hospital.blood.co.uk/training/clinical-courses/

• Successful bid for anaemia in primary care e-module – launch Spring 2022.



NBTC Meeting – PBMWG

Blood Choices

• Aims to support decision 
making in prescribing red 
cells in stable patients

• Includes anaemia
management and consent

• In testing phase

NBTC Indications Codes NHSBT Blood assist app

• Provide easy access to NBTC 
indication codes for clinical 
staff

• New version in development

• Launched Feb 21

• Very well received

• 2.7K users in first 28 days

• Request received for a 
“Blood Assist for Kids”. 

2. Apps



NBTC meeting –
PBMWG

3.Non-medical authorization
• F2F meeting converted to virtual – 6 digital 

course now completed. 
• Courses over 4 days, 2.5 hours each day.
• Going forward blended learning approach

• New digital platform – Brightspace
• RCN accreditation applied for
• Plan for return to F2F in Sept 21



NBTC meeting –
Emergency 
Planning

1. Projects: -

• Summary of lessons learnt from response to 
COVID-19

• Major Incident Transfusion Coordinator Role 
Action Card

• Focus on key themes from component 
development survey.

• Need to review and share paediatric major 
haemorrhage protocols

• Expansion of haematology and trauma group 
model – WG covering North and South-West.

• Liaising with the US and Australia on their 
approach to recent major incidents. 



NBTC meeting – Emergency Planning
2. Publications.
A. Journals - Open access

• Effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on supply and use of blood for transfusion –
Lancet 2020.  https://doi.org/10.1016/ S2352-3026(20)30186-1

• London 2017: Lessons learned in transfusion emergency planning – Transfusion 
Medicine 2021. DOI: 10.1111/tme.12759

B. JPAC website
• Transfusion aide memoire 
• Major Incident Transfusion Coordinator Role Action Card

C. SHOT



NBTC –
Education 
Group

• Intermediate transfusion medicine course will remain on-line for 
present

• Scientific courses will restart in Lab from 2021

• NIHR education grant in transfusion – deadline tomorrow!



NBTC 
meeting –
final 
messages

Transfusion practitioner conference 2021 due for 
June

SHOT: -

• SHOT 2020 will be released virtually 14/15th July
• New category in SHOT for reporting learning from excellence. 
• SCRIPT survey as part of SHOT UK Collaborative Reviewing 

and Reforming IT Processes in Transfusion. Aim to improve 
existing systems. 

Role of Medical Director For Transfusion soon to 
be in place

Encouragement to fill in NHSBT customer services 
survey. 


