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Bible-based reason for refusing blood transfusions

1512 BCE, Moses, at Leviticus 7:26-27:  “You 
must not eat any blood in any places where you 
dwell, whether that of fowl or that of beast. Any 
soul who eats any blood, that soul must be cut 
off from his people.”





Bible-based reason for refusing blood transfusions

Abstinence from blood placed alongside prohibitions against 

idolatry and sexual immorality

Ethical and moral standards have changed enormously since 

49 CE when those words were written

At no time has God repealed or amended those injunctions, 

so Jehovah’s Witnesses believe strongly that all four 

restrictions are still binding



“The line in the sand”

“Jehovah’s Witnesses do not accept transfusions of whole 

blood or the four primary components of blood – namely, red 

blood cells, white blood cells, platelets and plasma.  They also

do not donate or store their own blood for transfusion”
Our Kingdom Ministry, November 2006, page 3





Jehovah’s Witnesses and medical treatment





Summary: Jehovah’s Witnesses and medical treatment

• Seek quality medical care

• Refuse allogeneic blood transfusion and component 

transfusion but may choose to accept blood products

• Likely to request use of transfusion-alternative strategies 

including autologous procedures

• Have made an informed choice



The Care Plan 









How the Care Plan is used

• Regularly updated

• Two copies provided early in pregnancy

• HLC member telephones or visits to talk through all aspects

• Glossary provided to explain medical terms 

• Included in hand held notes from outset

• Handed to obstetrician on arrival in labour



Hospital Liaison Committee (HLC)

We suggest:

•To plan to deliver in a consultant led centre with ample blood 
conservation facilities

•Optimization of antenatal haemoglobin (Oral & IV iron, EPO)

•To bring copies of an Advanced Decision form at the outset

•To complete bespoke Hospital Checklists


