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What does the NBTC IT Survey (July/August 
2011) tell us about using ward-based or 
laboratory computers to control or monitor 
demand for blood components, or in the case 
of LoPAG, platelets?

118/160 (74%) NHS Trusts responded (and 
11 independent hospitals)
London RTC 19/28 (56%)* lowest participation rate
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Table 1:
Ability to record clinical data when 

making electronic requests for blood

London RTC Nationally (NHS)

Replies Yes (%) Replies Yes (%) 

Q6
a

Electronic requests for blood 19 7 (37%) 116 24 (21%)

Q6
b

Mandatory completion of all fields 7 4 (57%) 24 18 (75%)

Q6
c

Is diagnosis
data entry free-text? 7 7 (100%) 23 22 (96%)

Q6
d

Is diagnosis data mandatory? 7 5 (71%) 22 15 (68%)

Q6
e

Is procedure data free-text? 7 4 (57%) 23 16 (70%)

Q6f Is procedure data mandatory 7 4 (57%) 23 12 (52%)

Q6
g

Is there a field for the NBTC 
indication code? 7 0 23 5 (22%)

Data entry needs to be mandatory and coded to be searchable.  
No London RTC hospitals have mandatory and searchable data
Data entry needs to be mandatory and coded to be searchable.  
No London RTC hospitals have mandatory and searchable data

You could theoretically use ward computers to control ordering of platelets by insisting 
on a reason for transfusion BUT only 37% of hospitals in London RTC order blood using 

these ward based systems

You could theoretically use ward computers to control ordering of platelets by insisting 
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Table 2: 
Ability to record clinical data in 

the laboratory (LIMS)

London RTC Nationally (NHS)

Replies Yes (%) Replies Yes (%) 

Q7a
Is 
diagnosis
data entry

Free-text?
16

8 (50%)
91

55 (60%)

Drop down menu? 8 (50%) 36 (40%)

Q7b Is diagnosis data mandatory? 16 4 (57%) 90 38 (42%)

Q7c
Is procedure
data

Free-text?
16

7 (44%)
94

51 (54%)
Drop down 
menu? 9 (66%) 43 (46%)

Q7d Is procedure data mandatory? 16 10 (63%) 94 39 (41%)

Q7e
Is there a mandatory field for the 
NBTC indication code? 16 3 (17%) 95 15 (16%)

Q8a
Can you search 
the LIMS for

Diagnosis?

19

11 (58%)

116

71 (61%)

Procedure? 10 (53%) 67 (58%)
NBTC ind. 
Code? 10 (53%) 42 (36%)

Tx.Triggers? 2 (11%) 18(16%)

More laboratory systems have mandatory and searchable coded clinical 
information which could a) enable BMSs to challenge requests and b) audit 

More laboratory systems have mandatory and searchable coded clinical 
information which could a) enable BMSs to challenge requests and b) audit 
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Blood Transfusion Telephone Request Form                                             

 
DATE .        TIME .    CALL RECEIVED BY

  
HOSP. NUMBER  PAT. NAME

 
D.O.B / / ..     M/F         REQUESTED BY ..  

CLINICAL DETAILS ..  

BLOOD GROUP ..    AB SCREEN .  

SPECIAL REQUIREMENT:  CMV-     IRRADIATED    HLA   
OTHERS: .  

LAB NUMBER DATE OF TEST

 

CROSSMATCH.

  

Not TX in last 48hrs       
Y/N .. 
No Units . 
Hb ..     

REASON . 

 

Bleeding 

 

Pre-op 

 

Top Up 

 

Exchange 
Refer to SpR.   Bleep 
No .. 

FFP 

 

( Normal dose 12-15ml/kg)  

INR ..    WGT ..  

Indication .  

 

INR> 1.5 

 

BLEEDING 

 

WARFARIN REVERSAL 

 

PLASMA EXCHANGE 
More than 4 units refer to 
SpR 

 

PLATELETS 1 bag 20,000 

No Of units 
AD/Paed. .. 
PLT COUNT: . 
REASON: .. 

 

CABG <50,000  or on 
Asprin/ Clopidogrel last 5 
days 

 

HOP <20,000 

 

Blood loss 50-80,000 

 

Eye/Brain <100,000 

 

Liver <50,000 
Referred to SpR. 

 

Bleep: ` 

 

Cyroprecipitate:  Normal Dose: 10-20 bags.   No. Units .. 
Indication ..  Fib. Level .  

 

Bleeding

    

Fibrinogen <1.5
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Clinical information used to request blood 
components should be: 

Mandatory for diagnosis and/or procedure
Preferably coded but KEEP IT SIMPLE 
Remember a for anaemia is at the top of an 
alphabetical drop-down list! 

Consider using NBTC indication codes 
when ordering blood using ward-based ordering
when entering requests into the LIMS


