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Recognise diversity 
and individual choice

Work in partnership

Act as an advocate
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“Jehovah’s Witnesses love and 
cherish life … They consider 
blood as holy as life itself.”

Law, Ethics, Religion, and Blood Management
Petra Seeber, Aryeh Shander

2013
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“Abstain … from blood”

Acts of Apostles 15:20
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Not Accepted By Jehovah’s Witnesses

Plasma

WHOLE BLOOD

Red Cells PlateletsWhite Cells

“This is a deeply-held core value and 
any non-consensual transfusion is regarded 

as a gross physical violation”
Royal College of Surgeons of England –

Caring for patients who refuse blood. 2016



HLC Hospital Liaison Committee

Derivatives – Patient Choice

Not Accepted By Jehovah’s Witnesses

Plasma

WHOLE BLOOD

Red Cells PlateletsWhite Cells
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Advance Decision Document
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“It is essential that
doctors make every effort to 
accommodate beliefs rather 

than … looking to the courts as 
the first resort.”

Medical Ethics Today: The BMA’s Handbook of Ethics 
and Law, Third Edition, 2012. p.166

Children
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Patient Blood Management

Maximise
Erythropoiesis

Minimise
Blood Loss

Manage
Anaemia

• IV Iron
• ESAs

• Haemostasis
• Cell Salvage

Tolerate 
lower Hb



HLC Hospital Liaison Committee

Saline WashWaste

Minimise
Blood Loss

Reservoir

Processing Unit

Saline & Heparin

Blood Salvage
Washed & Filtered RBCs
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Minimise
Blood Loss

40 Countries

274 Hospitals

20,211 Patients

33%
Transfusion
Reduction

Tranexamic Acid
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