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Change Notification UK National Blood Services  No. 20 - 2015     

Specific gravity of blood components  

Applies to the Guidelines for the Blood Transfusion Services in the United 
Kingdom  8th Edition 2013   

The specific gravity of blood components used to calculate component volume from weight has been 
changed and therefore the last bullet point under component weight:volume is amended to the 
following, and two addition bullet points added after it as follows: 

  

6.3   Component and process monitoring tests  

6.3.3  Component weight:volume  

 

For platelets suspended in plasma and plasma components, volume is calculated by weighing the 
pack, deducting the weight of the pack assembly and dividing the resulting weight by the nominal 
specific gravity of 1.03.  

 

For platelets suspended in platelet additive solution and plasma, volume is calculated by weighing 
the pack, deducting the weight of the pack assembly and dividing the resulting weight by the 
nominal specific gravity of 1.02.  

 

For platelets suspended in platelet additive solution, volume is calculated by weighing the pack, 
deducting the weight of the pack assembly and dividing the resulting weight by the nominal specific 
gravity of 1.01.    
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