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Change Notification UK National Blood Services  No. 12 2018  
 
 
 

Prisons  
 
These changes apply to Deceased Tissue Donor Selection Guidelines. 
 
 
Please make the following changes to the entry: 
 

Obligatory Must not donate if: 
Has been held in prison during the preceding twelve months. 

Discretionary a. If just held in a police cell for a period not exceeding 96 hours, accept. 
 
b. If held in prison for more than 96 hours but released more than three 
months ago, refer to designated medical officer 

See if Relevant Addiction drug abuse 
Homosexual and bisexual individuals 

Additional Information A deceased person cannot be questioned about 'at risk behaviour' that 
has occurred in prison. Risk behaviour is unlikely to have occurred while 
held in police custody under police powers of arrest.  
 
The 12 month deferral period specified above may be reduced to 3  
months by doing individual risk assessment. This guidance presumes 
that a validated NAT test for HIV, HBV and HCV is negative, if this test is 
stopped for any reason the guidance will change 

Reason for Change A An additional discretion has been added. Relevant other entries have 
been added. Additional information has been updated 
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