
 
East of England Regional Transfusion Committee               

NB: This algorithm is a guide and the list is not exhaustive. If there are any queries regarding the request, contact the Consultant 
Haematologist for clinical review. 

ALGORITHM FOR REVIEWING RED CELL REQUESTS            
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Clinical Request

 

Is the patient actively bleeding?

 

Issue blood following 
emergency issue 

procedures 

Chronic transfusion 
dependant anaemia 

(eg SCD or 
thalassaemia) 

  

Surgical blood loss 
anticipated?  

Hb< 70g/l 
OR

 

Severe sepsis/traumatic 
brain injury/acute cerebral 

ischaemia Hb<90g/l 

Symptomatic cardiovascular 
disease Hb < 80g/l 

OR 

 

Issue red cells 

Refer to 
MSBOS/local policy 
for surgical patients 

More than one unit 
requested? 

Suggest single unit transfusion 
followed by clinical & Hb review

 

Refer request to 
Haematologist 

Is MCV low 
or high? 
Have Iron, 
B12 and 
Folate been 
checked? If 
deficient 
treat 
accordingly 


